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INTRODUCTION

Robert A. Heinlein

“High Frontier’” is the best news I have heard
since V] Day.

For endless unhappy years the United States has
had no defense policy. We had something called a
defense policy. . .but in the words of Abraham
Lincoln, ““Calling a tail a leg does not make it aleg.”

Under our present policies what do we have?
H-bombs, airborne, water-borne, and in silos,
capable of destroying anything, anywhere on this
planet. Elite troops second to none in our Marine
Corps, in our Army’s 82nd Airborne, and in our
Navy SEALs. Other armed forces stationed around
the world and on every ocean. Eyes in the sky that
can spot any missile launched in our direction,

And none of these can even slow down an ICBM
launched at Washington.

(Or at your hometown,)

So we have no defense. Instead we have something
mislabeled a ‘“‘defense policy,” called ‘‘Mutu-
ally Assured Destruction,”” referred to as “MAD.”’

Never has Washington produced an acronym
that fitted so perfectly. Picture two men at point-
blank range each with a .45 aimed at the other man’s
bare chest. That is MAD. Crazy. Insane. And
stupid.

High Frontier places a bulletproof vest on our
bare chest. High Frontier is as non-aggressive as a
bulletproof vest. There is no way to kill anyone with
High Frontier—all that High Frontier can do is to
keep others from killing us.

That is one of the two best aspects of High Fron-
tier. It is so utterly peaceful that the most devout
pacifist can support it with a clear conscience—
indeed must support it once he understands it. . .
as it tends to stop wars if war does happen. All who
supported GROUND ZERO should support High
Frontier.

The other best aspect of High Frontier is that its
systems are nonnuclear. I am not one who gets upset
at hearing the word ‘‘nuclear” . . . but no one in his

right mind wants nuclear explosions going on over
his head or anywhere on this planet. It is happy in-
deed that the best defense we can devise does not call
for nuclear explosions. T'o save ourselves we do not
need to blow up Moscow, we do not need to add to
the radioactive fallout on our lovely planet,

The designers of High Frontier calculate that this
new strategy will decrease our military costs. I am
not in a position to judge this. . . but, frankly, I
don’t give a damn. A man with a burst appendix
can’t afford to dicker over the cost of surgery.

But will High Frontier in fact protect the Repub-
lic? As an old Research and Development engineer
with the pessimism appropriate to the trade, I am
certain that most of the hardware described in the
High Frontier plan will undergo many changes be-
fore it is installed; that is the way R & D always
works. But I am equally certain that the problems
can be solved.

The first stages of High Frontier, point defense of
our missile silos, we could start building later this
afternoon; it involves nothing but well-known tech-
niques and off-the-shelf hardware. That first stage
alone could save us, as it denies to an enemy a free
chance to destroy us by a preemptive first strike. It
forces him to think twice, three times and decide not
to try it.

But the key point is not whether this hardware will
do the trick; the key lies in a change of attitude. A
firm resolve to defend the United States. . . rather
than resigning ourselves to the destruction of our be-
loved country. If we will so resolve, then the develop-
ment of hardware is something we certainly know
how to do.

But we won’t get there by throwing up our hands
and baring our necks to the executioner. God helps
those who help themselves; he does not help those
who won’t try.

So let’s try!
Robert A. Heinlein
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FOREWORD

Lt. Gen. Daniel O. Graham USA (Ret.)

Director

High Frontier is a privately funded effort, con-
ducted under the aegis of The Heritage Founda-
tion. Its purpose is to seck answers in U.S.
technology, especially space technology, to the
strategic problems that plague the United States
and the Free World.

The origins of the effort lie back in the days
when [ was a military advisor to then-candidate
Ronald Reagan. Early in the campaign [ was
among those insisting that the only viable ap-
proach for a new administration to cope with
growing military imbalances was to implement a
basic change in U.S. grand strategy and make a
“technological end-run on the Soviets.”

As far as I could determine, all advisors to Mr.
Reagan agreed with this conclusion at least in
principle at the time. However, as time passed,
this more fundamental approach to national
security issues receded into the realm of theory;
the team of advisors on security matters began to
concentrate instead on the amounts of money
needed to revitalize ailing, ongoing Pentagon pro-
grams and on the “‘quick fixes” necessary il the
United States were to hold its own within the con-
text of current strategy and doctrine. The Carter
defense budget was gone over line item by line
item with a view to repairing past damage to U.S.
capabilities with increased resources. New pro-
gram expenditures were recommended to plug as
quickly as possible the strategic gaps between
U.S. and Soviet capabilities which are known col-
lectively as *“the window of vulnerability.”

Some of the team continued to believe that a
strategically and technically sound alternative to
this incremental approach could be found, but
none of us were quite sure at the time what the
alternative might be.

In early 1981, Congressman Newt Gingrich of

Georgia and I discussed the future of the new Ad-
ministration in the national security field. Mr.
Gingrich shared my apprehension that large
Department of Defense budget increases alone
would not solve military problems, and might not
be sustained even by the new pro-defense Con-
gress for more than two years. We discussed the
possibilities of setting forth a new strategic ap-
proach and a technological end-run on the Soviets
to meet President Reagan’s commitment to a
“margin of safety.”” We decided to go to work in
earnest to formulate such an approach.

The fundamental strategy change required was
the replacement of the Mutual Assured Destruc-
tion (MAD) doctrine which had shaped—rather,
warped—our strategic force posture and had
undergirded the U.S. approach to arms control.
The MAD doctrine postulates that strategic defen-
sive systems are destabilizing and provocative, a
theory that has led to a Free World seriously
vulnerable to nuclear attack and blackmail.

Although military spokesmen had from time to
time denied that MAD was U.S. policy, the
political machinery adhered to it in essence. Cer-
tainly SALT negotiations had been conducted as
if MAD were official U.S. strategy. SALT I at-
tempted to disallow strategic defense by negating
any significant antiballistic missile efforts. On the
other hand, SALT I accommodated a massive of-
fensive nuclear buildup then under way in the
USSR and permitted a proliferation of city-
busting MIRVs on our side.

U.S. negotiators later accepted a SALT II
Treaty which was badly flawed in detail and
which in general merely increased overall the

limits on offensive nuclear power to accommodate
quite obvious Soviet programs. Before the Senate
rebelled and permitted SALT II to die, the stan-




