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Keeping Campaign Promises!!!

On his first trip to Capitol Hill after being unambiguously named President-elect, George W. Bush indicated he would keep his campaign promises.  He observed: “You’re going to find out about me.  I campaigned and say things because I believe them.   I believe I’m standing here because I campaigned on issues that the people heard.”  

High Frontier takes President-elect Bush at his word, and looks forward to fulfillment of his campaign pledge to end America’s vulnerability to even a single ballistic missile—“at the earliest possible date.”  Candidate George W. Bush said that his Administration’s first order of priority would be the national security of our nation—and that… 

“At the earliest possible date, my administration will deploy antiballistic missile systems, both theater and national, to guard against attack and blackmail.  We will offer Russia amendments to the Anti-Ballistic Missile [ABM] Treaty—an artifact of the Cold War confrontation.  Both sides know that we live in a different world than in 1972 when the Treaty was signed.  If Russia refuses the changes we propose, we will give prompt notice, under the provisions of the Treaty, that we can no longer be party to it.  I will have a solemn obligation to protect the American people and our allies, not to protect arms control agreements signed almost 30 years ago.  Given today’s realities, we can no longer drag our feet on building and deploying a missile defense system; nor can we allow Cold War arms control agreements to restrict America’s ability to defend itself and its allies.”
The tone of President-elect Bush’s pledge is somewhat different than that of his designated Secretary of State Colin Powell, who indicated on Sunday that there would need to be an extended study in the Pentagon and consultation with others around the world before deciding what to do.  This is a recipe for delay!

To be sure, General Powell also said that the Bush Administration would make building a defense an essential part of US strategic policy.   He also offered the rationale first given by Ronald Reagan, for whom he worked as National Security Adviser, when he said: "I harken back to the original purpose of such a defense, to start diminishing the value of offensive weapons"—and that it is time to take away the blackmail inherent in some regimes having such weapons and "thinking they can hold us hostage.”

These are good words, and ones he should dwell upon rather than the cautionary suggestions that America must await the permission of Russia, China and America's allies—who claim alarm at the idea of America defending itself and urge us to pay further tribute to the ABM Treaty.  He should follow the President-elect’s lead in committing that “Given today’s realities, we can no longer drag our feet on building and deploying a missile defense system; nor can we allow Cold War arms control agreements to restrict America’s ability to defend itself and its allies.”  Today a single missile-delivered mass destruction warhead, fired by accident or intent, means the assured destruction of Americans on a huge scale.

High Frontier urges the new administration to move with dispatch to build sea-based defenses as quickly as possible to protect America and our overseas troops, friends and allies from the ballistic missile blackmail that General Powell rightfully identified as a major foreign affairs problem.  There has been study enough on the merits of a sea-based defense—including a Congressionally mandated study that the Clinton Administration has watered down and stalled sending to the Hill since last March.  Sea-based defense, which can be operational sooner than the ground-based defenses championed by the Clinton Administration, should be followed as quickly as possible by building a layered defense using other basing modes—including ground-based defenses.  It is very important to resurrect programs to build space-based defenses—cancelled by the Clinton Administration—which ultimately will provide the most effective way to protect America and our overseas troops, friends and allies.

Six months should be enough time for the Russians and others to get comfortable with these ideas and to end the restraints of that Cold War relic, the ABM Treaty, which have prevented the development and deployment of effective defenses for over 28 years.  We urge President-elect Bush to establish a six-month deadline for consultations with our friends and allies—and then we should get on with defending America!
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