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Proposed Bush Missile Defense Agenda 

President Clinton's missile defense agenda took us a long way from the program he inherited on January 20, 1993—largely in the wrong direction. President-elect George W. Bush has the opportunity to correct these past mistakes and set America on a path to building effective defenses that could begin operations as early as in 2004—provided there is an immediate redirection of policy and programs, supplemented with the necessary funding.

Policy. Policy should be based on acknowledging several realities:

1. America and her allies and friends face a serious and growing ballistic missile threat. In July 1998, the Rumsfeld Commission observed that any of several rogue states could threaten the United States with missile attack within five years after deciding to do so, and we will not know when they so decide—or have so decided.  (North Korea demonstrated the reality of the threat with its August 1998 Taepo Dong launch over Japan, almost to U.S. territory.)

2. Such threats must be confronted with effective ballistic missile defenses—and no effective defense can be built under the terms of the ABM Treaty.

3. Because of the time required to build effective defenses, we already run a serious risk that we will confront the "Rumsfeld" threat (possibly by 2004) before we can begin operations of any defense.

4. So, the clock has run out on negotiating to change the ABM Treaty—it must go now if we are even to develop and test effective defenses, let alone to deploy them.

5. This fact must be given top priority in formulating our diplomatic efforts to foster cooperation with the Russians, allies and friends.
Programmatics. Numerous studies, including within the Clinton Administration, have shown that sea-​based defenses, free of the constraints of the ABM Treaty, can provide effective defenses of the U.S. homeland as well as our overseas troops, friends and allies. Such sea‑based defenses, free of the constraints of the ABM Treaty and fully funded, could begin operations as early as in 2004—there is no other serious option to defend America this soon. The Bush Administration should provide this program the necessary funding and programmatic directions, while deciding how best to redirect other existing programs and initiate others to build the most effective defenses possible as quickly as possible.

Space-based systems offer the best long‑term potential for defending America and our overseas troops, friends and allies. However, these important programs were canceled or sharply curtailed during the past eight years and serious space‑based sensor, interceptor, and laser acquisition programs need to be re‑energized.

Recommended First Steps.  President Bush should, among his first acts, announce that:

1. In six months, all unilateral restraints on U.S. programs to be consistent with the ABM Treaty will cease.
2. He has directed Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld to:

a. Establish a special Navy program office, patterned after the Polaris program forty years ago, with streamlined acquisition authority, directions and funds to build a global sea‑based defense as soon as possible. In particular, this new office will be charged with accelerating the Navy Theater Wide program to proceed as rapidly as technologically possible with a target initial operational capability of 2003—plans will be initiated immediately to include exploiting external sensors and an appropriate command and control system to make this system capable of defending America. And plans for block upgrades to enhance the initial capability will be formulated and executed as soon as possible.

b. Conduct a thorough three‑month study of all technological options on how best to defend America—​free of ABM Treaty or other political constraints. Points where these programs go beyond previously observed ABM Treaty-related constraints will be identified.  Priority will be given to evaluating the options for effective space‑based sensor, interceptor, and laser defense systems.

c. Prepare a supplemental budget request to Congress to initiate and/or accelerate appropriate programs as necessary to build the most effective defense possible as soon as possible.

3. He has directed Secretary of State Powell to prepare an appropriate diplomatic agenda to discuss with the Russians and our friends and allies how they might join in a cooperative global defense aimed at protecting the world community against the growing threat of ballistic missile attack. This discussion should take into account how defenses can reduce the proliferation threat.
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