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China: An Ever-Increasing Concern

"(As for the United States), for a relatively long time, it will be absolutely necessary that we quietly nurse our sense of vengeance. We must conceal our abilities and bide our time."

--Vice Commandant of the Chinese Academy of Military Sciences, 1996

The time has come for the U.S. to take China seriously as a military threat. Uncertainty remains as to post-Deng policies, but there can be no question that China is rapidly expanding both economically and militarily; creating a clear requirement for, among other things, the ability to stop a ballistic missile attack. China is using her hoards of cash from U.S. trade to build her war machine, buy U.S. politicians, and bully or bribe U.S. firms into transferring technology, which, in turn, is sold to rogue states that threaten American interests around the world.

CHINA'S ECONOMY: China is seeing huge economic growth, and will continue to grow for the forseeable future. In the past five years growth has averaged almost 12 percent, with exports rising even faster. Much of this expansion is in low-cost, labor-intensive goods, but increasingly China is gaining access to high technology, often aided by Chinese expatriates. A common technique used by the PRC is to require a company to transfer the technology and means of production to Chinese. Remember, China is not a market economy. Although there are some aspects of a free market in place, there is a potentially explosive disharmony between the entrepreneurs and the impoverished masses still believing in the teachings of Mao, to which the government still pays lip service.

As if the economic boom on the mainland weren't enough, remember that China regains control of Hong Kong this July. With access to this financial and technological base, the growth rate could only increase. How does this effect its military capability? It effects it by giving the central government hard currency to pour into massive military expansion.

CHINA'S MILITARY: As of now, China is the only country other than Russia with missiles that can reach the U.S. That this capability is more than a hypothetical threat was made all too clear last year, when a Chinese official told us that we would not interfere with their attempts to influence the Taiwanese presidential election because we would not be willing to trade Los Angeles for Taipei. Currently, we are emphasizing diplomatic solutions, while at the same time decreasing our military presence in the Far East. How diplomatic efforts will suffice, especially given the current credibility problems over China's alleged attempts to tamper with the 1996 U.S. presidential election, is beyond us. Here are some facts to emphasize the huge military expansion going on:

    * General Trends: China is rapidly modernizing its military, skipping generations of development in missile and nuclear capabilities by obtaining technology and scientific knowledge from Russia and others. According to the Center for Defense and International Strategic Studies at England's University of Lancaster, China has dozens of ICBMs and roughly 100 intermediate range ballistic missiles (IRBMs). 

Last year, China asked Russia to sell it long-range missiles built to be used against Washington! As for the level of spending, if China maintains the 10% yearly increase in military expenditures while America's remains flat, it's budget will exceed ours around 2012, and China will have superior military capability by 2027.

    * Arms Transfers: Several times in recent years the U.S. has had cause for concern over China's transfer of nuclear technology. One example is its transfer of nuclear technology to Pakistan, against whom the Pressler Amendment, which placed a moratorium on military aid because of its refusal to allow inspections to ascertain the existence or non-existence of a nuclear weapons program, was targeted. Beijing also sells, among other things, nuclear components to countries such as Lybia, Iran and Iraq. The transfers aren't only going out, either. When Russia redefined its national security interests in 1993 and shifted to an Asia focus, China signed several major arms and technology transfer deals, one of which, the Pentagon accuses, is the sale of the guidance and warhead sections of Russia's SS-18 ICBM under the guise of transferring space launchers.

    * Spying: Last month, the Chinese used an international weapons fair in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, to conduct a huge intelligence gathering exercise, targeting some of America's preeminent systems. While some "cordial spying" at these shows is tolerated, this year the Chinese far exceeded the norm. U.S. exhibitors complained that they stole videotapes, which are extremely valuable when taken frame-by-frame, tag-teamed people in booths to obtain forbidden literature and even made engineering drawings of weapons components. If there were ever any doubts that the Chinese are serious, they should be gone now.

    * Worst of All: Just this week, it was reported that the Office of Naval Intelligence has concluded that by the year 2007 China will deploy the JL-2, a submarine-based Sea Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM) capable of reaching the U.S. mainland when launched from close to the Chinese coast. In addition, the land-based version, the DF-31, is being developed, to complement the between 5 and 15 CSS-4 and DF-5A ICBMs. 

A final thought. As we consider the relative merits and demerits of policies geared to maintain our national security and sovereignty, we should remember that three times in the past 70 years, the U.S. failed to deter a rising power: Hirohito's Japan, Hitler's Germany and Stalin's USSR, from arming, with disastrous consequences. We needn't fear a peaceful China, but a warlike China is a different matter. This is the first time a new superpower is emerging since the end of the Cold War. Shouldn't we do everything we can to protect ourselves? We should build defenses against their missiles now--and not permit them to impose the MAD (Mutual Assured Destruction) constraints of the Cold War on our future relationships.
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