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This Decision Cannot Stand

Promises, promises.  “Help is on the way for the Nation’s military needs,” said Vice President Dick Cheney during the campaign.  Then Defense Secretary Don Rumsfeld told Congress during his confirmation hearings, “There needs to be an increase in the [Defense] budget.”  

Now, apparently the Bush Administration has reversed its field—according to press accounts, which say President Bush will simply submit to Congress what the Clinton Administration had planned without any increase.   

Senator John Warner, Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, noted in response, “[Cheney’s campaign promise] could be seen as a disconnect with what they are doing now.” High Frontier’s Chairman, Ambassador Henry F. Cooper agrees with Senator Warner and says, “This unwise decision cannot stand.”

The voters were promised that Clinton’s eight years of neglect of America’s fighting forces would be changed.  Vice President Cheney recounted in a speech in Atlanta details of the present sad condition of the military from the inability to maintain adequate training to the need for offensive and defensive weapons improvement.

“The papers say that Secretary Rumsfeld was surprised by the unfortunate administration financial decision,” observes Cooper.  “Only last weekend he told our allies and friends around the world that we’re going to build effective missile defenses—and President Bush has indicated he wanted to have such defenses ‘at the earliest possible date.’   These financial decisions and associated Administration comments about needing to do ‘studies’ before asking Congress for additional money suggest  a bit of a stalling tactic.”

Today’s Washington Times front page story headlines “Army Running Out Of Bullets.”  Bullets???  

How long do we need to study to know we have major problems and the Pentagon needs additional money?  There was testimony from Jimmy Carter’s Secretary of Defense, Harold Brown, recommending an additional $50 billion over the next five years.  At least a prorated share of that much (say, $10 billion in Fiscal Year 2002 budget request, for planning purposes) should be mustered by the Bush team, if it has no better number.  Then a final number can be worked out during the Congressional cycle this summer.

Review is needed, to be sure.  But, for goodness sake, the White House should give Secretary Rumsfeld some running room to fix obvious problems while studying how to fix what’s broke.
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