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Expedite Navy Theater Wide “All It Can Be!”

President Bush promised to build missile defenses for protecting Americans at home and our overseas troops, friends and allies “at the earliest possible date.”  To honor this commitment, the Pentagon needs a different strategy for its missile defense programs—in particular, it needs to expedite efforts to build sea-based defenses, which offer the earliest opportunity to fulfill the President’s pledge to the American people.

The Clinton Administration was not particularly interested in building effective defenses and gave priority to a ground-based “national missile defense,” the first site of which is expected to cost about $30 billion and take 5-7 years to complete—perhaps by 2006-8.  To the degree the Clinton Administration pursued any sea-based defense options, they were assigned a follower role—and arbitrarily designated not to achieve operational capability before the end of the decade, in spite of several Navy studies over the past several years indicating a more rapid capability is possible.

To illustrate the bureaucratic roadblocks that have delayed these more rapid deployment options, consider recent events in the life of the Navy Theater Wide development program, which has been carried on primarily at the insistence of Congress:  

· A couple of weeks ago a prototype Standard Missile (SM)-3, Block I had a flawless flight, leaving only the kill vehicle demonstration as a prelude to producing a number of test missiles—which then could lead to initial operations at sea within 3-4 years, by as early as in 2004.  With the right adjunct developments, this Aegis-based system could begin protecting Americans at home as well as our overseas troops, friends and allies—just as President Bush promised.  The entire initiative would cost less than $3 billion—about 10-percent of the cost of the first ground-based site of the Clinton NMD system.  The costs are so low because the American taxpayer has already paid over $50 billion for the Aegis system which operates around the world today—to add ballistic missile defense to its air defense capability is a relatively small modification.

· So, what did the Clinton Administration do with this option?  In one of its parting-shot budget decisions, the Clinton Pentagon sharply cut the Navy Theater Wide program, removed all funds from the line to produce the SM-3, Block I test missiles and decided to develop a new “Block II” missile for deployment after the end of this decade.  

Ambassador Henry F. Cooper, High Frontier’s Chairman and former SDI Director during the first Bush Administration observed, “The Clinton Administration arbitrarily imposed a ‘leader-follower’ strategy on missile development programs, assigning the leader role to ground-based systems even though less expensive sea-based defenses could be built faster.  They were not motivated to build effective defenses or to build them quickly.  Since President Bush wants defenses at the earliest possible date, that entire strategy needs a major overhaul to emphasize early deployment options.”

Cooper and Retired Admiral J.D. Williams argue that the Navy Theater Wide system could be given an ability to defend American cities as early as within 3-4 years for less than $3 billion.  (See their September 6, 2000, Inside Missile Defense Guest Article.)  And they claim the Navy will back up their analysis, if allowed to do so.  But the Pentagon bureaucracy continues to churn on following the Clinton game plan, which relegates the Navy programs to a “follower” role.

The above decisions must be reversed to meet President Bush’s commitment to the American people—needed are additional funds to accelerate the Navy Theater Wide program and a reversal by June of the decision to stop the SM-3 Block I development or the SM-3 Block I team will begin to stand-down.

High Frontier recommends the Navy establish a Special Projects office—like the one that produced the first Polaris submarines in the 1950s—to make Navy Theater Wide “all it can be,” and, by the end of Bush’s first term, to end America’s total vulnerability to even a single ballistic missile fired accidentally or deliberately.
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