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Toward the High Ground of Space: A Fine First Step!!!

Last week, Defense Secretary Rumsfeld announced welcome decisions to reorganize how the Defense Department manages the nation’s military space program.  Most notable were his decisions to: 

· Charge the Air Force as Executive Agent for all military space programs and elevate the Commander of Air Force Space Command to a four-star position, with responsibility and resources to execute space research, development, acquisition and operations—and to manage the Air Force space career field.  The Secretary of the Air Force will realign headquarters and field commands to more effectively organize, train, and equip for prompt and sustained offensive and defensive space operations.  The Undersecretary of the Air Force will serve as Director of the National Reconnaissance Office and Acquisition Executive for AF space programs.

· Continue Army and Navy participation in all aspects of the space mission area, including enhancing professional military education to facilitate integration of space activities into all military operations; maintaining a cadre of space-qualified officers to research, develop, acquire, and deploy space systems unique to each service; and enabling their officers to aspire to the highest levels of command of US space forces.  

· End the practice of assigning only flight-rated officers as Commander in Chief of US Space Command and North American Air Defense Command—and to insure that an officer of any Service with an understanding of space and combat operations can be assigned to this important position.

· Direct the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and the Service Laboratories to undertake research and demonstration of innovative space technologies and systems for military missions.

· Establish a coordinated space program, budget, and accounting mechanism to increase visibility into the resources allocated for space programs.

Secretary Rumsfeld also announced that the President was establishing a Space Policy Coordinating Committee under the National Security Council to develop, coordinate, and monitor the President’s policy guidance to promote and protect our interests in space—and that he was meeting regularly with the Director of Central Intelligence to assure effective integration of space and intelligence programs and operations

It is not a surprise that these decisions implemented most of the recommendations of a bipartisan Commission, led by then “private citizen” Donald Rumsfeld, which was the brainchild of Senator Bob Smith (R-NH).  While they fall short of establishing a “Space Force” as a separate Service, they constitute a logical first step, not unlike when the Army Air Corps became the prelude to today’s US Air Force.

This important step is none too soon.  Rumsfeld’s Commission observed the US is more dependent on space than any other nation—and an attractive candidate for a “Space Pearl Harbor.”  Warning signs: 1) a 1998 Galaxy IV satellite malfunction which shut down 80 percent of US pagers, as well as video feeds for cable and broadcast transmission—requiring weeks to fully restore satellite service; 2) a 2000 ground station computer malfunction, causing loss of all US satellite information for three hours; and 3) a July 2000 Xinhua news agency report that China’s military is developing methods and strategies for defeating the US in a high-tech and space-based future war.

High Frontier applauds both the foresight of Senator Smith in promoting the need to better organize and operate US space forces and Secretary Rumsfeld’s decisions, significant steps to assure America retains the high ground of space to support all our peaceful and military activities—whether in space, in the air, on land or at sea.  

Among other things, we hope this step will revive the space defense programs advanced during the Reagan and first Bush Administrations—and abandoned by the Clinton Administration.  As we have often argued, space-based defenses offer the most effective, least expensive way to defend America and our overseas troops, friends and allies from missile attack.  Furthermore, space-based defenses could begin operations within five years, if President Bush has the political will to abandon the ABM Treaty and establish a high priority, fully funded program under streamlined management to achieve that needed capability as quickly as possible.  

High Frontier(2800 Shirlington Rd., Suite 405(Arlington, VA  22206(Phone 703-671-4111(Fax 703-931-6432

