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It’s Time For America to Declare Independence From The Ballistic Missile Threat
As we celebrate our nation’s 225th Independence Day, we continue to be a slave to the Cold War’s MAD doctrine and the ABM Treaty with the Soviet Union, a nation that no longer exists and that violated its terms from the day it was negotiated.  Once again, we must declare independence – this time from an outdated, irrelevant, counterproductive Treaty – to ensure the defense of our nation from ballistic missiles.

President Bush’s pledge to end America’s slavish adherence to this Treaty – which is now opposed by even its principal negotiator, Henry Kissinger – and to build effective defenses “at the earliest possible date” has hit a large snag.  The new Senate Leaders doggedly repeat the shrill cries of the 1980’s about President Reagan’s SDI program.  Although these arguments all previously have been discredited, these leaders are a formidable challenge to the Bush Administration.

Perhaps the most onerous of the challenges is posed by Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) and his opposition to “unilateral measures” that would change the ABM Treaty – that Cold War relic which prevents developing, testing and deploying effective defenses for the American people.  He will surely use his new powers as Chairman of the Armed Services Committee to seek legislation to give Russia, China and others a de facto veto over U.S. programs to build or even test effective defenses.

Also, Senator Joe Biden (D-DE), Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee – which has jurisdiction in all Treaty matters, announced he intends hearings to help block the President’s efforts to move beyond Treaty constraints that prevent America’s engineers from using America’s best technology.  He, too, supports giving others a veto over building defenses for American cities and will support such legislation.

The new Senate Majority Leader, Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD), also supports this approach – and, while the President was explaining his agenda to our European allies, friends and the Russians, he ridiculed the President’s vision as “backward,” “troubling,” and devoid of “common sense.” 

These Senate leaders are turning a blind eye to the very real and growing threats faced by our nation and our allies, apparently they prefer being like an ostrich with its head in the sand.

America and our allies are vulnerable not only to the launch of a ballistic missile at our territory or our troops, but also to the threat of such a launch.  Unless we build effective missile defenses, America will become increasingly vulnerable to blackmail by both rogue states and terrorists.

China has already threatened Los Angeles by name with ballistic missile attack.  Must action await our nation being further threatened by other nations like Iraq, Iran, Syria and Libya?  After all, Saddam Hussein said during the Gulf War that if he had possessed a missile to do so, he would have attacked Washington.

The ABM Treaty more than failed to prevent the proliferation of missiles and nuclear weapons – or even the Soviet missile buildup as its proponents predicted in 1972.  Indeed, our lack of effective defenses against missile threats provides a powerful incentive for nations to acquire missiles to threaten us.  So, there is a “fire-sale” on ballistic missile technology – notably supplied by China, Russia, North Korea and others.  

It is clear that President Reagan had it right, and now President Bush is of the same mind:  “America must build effective missile defenses based on the best available options at the earliest possible date.  Our missile defense must be designed to protect all 50 states – and our friends and allies and deployed forces overseas – from missile attacks by rogue nations, or accidental launches.”

And we must do so with or without Europe’s support – and/or Russia and China’s concurrence.  

Unfortunately, the new Senate leaders seem to be turning their backs on America’s defense, to prefer leaving America vulnerable to missile attack, and to be mobilizing support efforts to block the President’s program – keeping America defenseless and enslaved to a philosophy of fear and destruction.

On this Independence Day, High Frontier urges all Americans, now more than ever, to demand that their elected leaders provide for the common defense – as they are sworn to do.  America’s security is at stake.
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