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Build Layered Defenses, Go Navy, Now!!!

America is at war – a long and difficult war against terrorism in all its forms!  We must answer the President’s call and unite in defending our homeland against all who threaten us and our liberty – with a sense of urgency.

 September 11 dispelled several myths commonly used by the opponents of comprehensive programs to defend America.  There definitely are people who will attack American cities and kill innocent civilians even though they surely understand that we will find out who they are, hunt them down, and bring them to justice.  They are not deterred by threats of retaliation.   Indeed, they are prepared to die to kill large numbers of Americans.

Imagine the carnage had September 11 terrorists employed even a single ballistic missile armed with a nuclear, chemical, or biological weapon to attack Manhattan?  Millions rather than thousands would have died.

We would be foolish to ignore this lesson when it comes to defending America and our overseas troops, friends and allies against missile attacks by rouge states like Iran, Iraq, North Korea, Libya, Syria, etc. – precisely those states that have “harbored” and supported terrorists such as those who perpetrated September 11.

We must support programs to provide comprehensive homeland defenses in the new world disorder.   Last year, Congress appropriated twice as much for anti-terrorism programs as for developing ballistic missile defenses – and that was a reasonable balance.  If anything, September 11 shows we need to spend more on all homeland defenses, including to end America’s vulnerability to even a single ballistic missile.

Seems obvious.  But some still don’t get it.

High Frontier applauds many U.S. Senators who put behind them their opposition to the President’s increased budget to build defenses against ballistic missiles of all ranges and approved his full budget request, without the constraints previously passed by the Senate Armed Services Committee.

Hopefully, the full House also will also stand behind the President and not support Congressman John Spratt’s (D-SC) reported efforts to cut the President’s budget request – particularly the funding for sea-based defenses.  He failed in a similar attempt in the House Armed Services Committee markup, and is apparently trying again.

The U.S. Navy can provide early options for ending America’s total vulnerability against ballistic missiles – if we put the ABM Treaty behind us.  That Treaty blocks even the development and testing of sea-based defenses.

 If that constraint were removed and the needed initiatives taken by the Pentagon, the Navy has identified three systems that could use the Standard Missile and ships equipped with the Aegis combat system to exploit development activities of the Navy Area and Navy Theater Wide theater missile defense systems: 

· An "emergency" global missile defense, designed to intercept missiles from North Korea, could be ready in 12  months at a cost of $150 million to $200 million. 

· An enhanced system, which could intercept missiles from Libya as well as North Korea, could be ready in 4 to 5 years at a cost of $1.4 billion to $1.8 billion.
· An even more advanced system, which could shoot down Iranian missiles and more capable North Korean missiles, could be tested within 6 years at a cost of $3.5 billion to $4.5 billion. 

A global missile defense system using a new type of ship and missile and addressing all known future threats might require nine years of development at a cost of $8 billion to $12 billion.  

Achieving these capabilities would be less demanding than the challenge met in the 1950s by the Navy’s Polaris program, which deployed our first submarine-launched ballistic missiles in under four years – under budget and under the target schedule.  A Presidential priority empowered streamlined management by dedicated Navy engineers and their supporting industry team.  We should repeat this proven recipe – rather than continuing Pentagon’s fractured management that now has at least five organizations “managing” development of the same Navy assets.

So empowering the Navy should not slowdown testing of ground-based defense concepts now planned from a new test site in Alaska.  Indeed, the above block improvements to the Aegis system under streamlined Navy management would accelerate progress toward a much needed global layered defense for our nation.

Early deployment options enabled by a focused Navy initiative would also reflect the American mood since September 11, illustrated by a recent poll showing that 76 percent of U.S. adults support building missile defenses.  This should be a no brainer for the Pentagon powers- that-be. They should direct, “Go Navy, Now!” 
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