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Fine Print From President Bush’s 11 October 2001 Press Conference:

Time To Move Beyond The ABM Treaty!!!

A month after the September 11 terrorist attack on America, President George W. Bush led a profoundly magnificent discussion of all the issues of the current state of the war with terrorism.   Near the end of his press conference, the President was also unequivocal in repeating the need to move beyond that relic of the Cold War, the ABM Treaty, and build effective defenses for America and our overseas troops, friends and allies:

QUESTION: Mr. President, you have spoken with great pride of this international coalition. I want to ask you, before the events of September 11 one of the big questions you faced this fall was would you violate the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty and go ahead with the missile defense plan if Russia did not strike a deal. Will you do that now because Russia's cooperation is so important? 

PRESIDENT BUSH:  “. . . In terms of missile defense, I can't wait to visit with my friend Vladimir Putin in Shanghai to reiterate, once again, that the Cold War is over, it's done with, and that there are new threats that we face. 

“And no better example of that new threat than the attack on America on September 11. 

“And I'm going to ask my friend to envision a world in which a terrorist thug and/or a host nation might have the ability to develop--to deliver a weapon of mass destruction via a rocket. And wouldn't it be in our nations' advantage to be able to shoot it down? 

“At the very least, it should be in our nations' advantage to determine whether we can shoot it down. And we're restricted from doing that because of an ABM Treaty that was signed during a totally different era. The case cannot be even – the case is more strong today than it was on September the 10th that the ABM is outmoded, outdated, reflects a different time. 

“And I am more than anxious to continue making my case to them, and we will do what's right . . .” 

QUESTION: If he does not agree with you, would you withdraw from the ABM Treaty this year? 

PRESIDENT BUSH: “I have told Mr. Putin that the ABM Treaty is outdated, antiquated and useless. And I hope that he will join us in a new strategic relationship.” 

Right on, Mr. President.  We at High Frontier wish you success in your discussions with President Putin – in Shanghai and next month at your Texas ranch.  September 11 is more than a wake up call about the need to end our vulnerability to even a single ballistic missile that could wipe an American city from the face of the Earth.  We have no time to spare.  God bless America.
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