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Read Carefully The Fine Print and Watch What They Do!!!

Today’s headlines in the New York Times (“Bush and Putin Agree to Agree”) and Washington Post (“Bush and Putin Edge Closer to Missile Deal”) suggest less than meets the eye.  There’s much “to do” about Russian President Putin’s statement to the press that he and President Bush “have an understanding that we can reach agreements.”

Promises, promises.

On May 23, 2000, then Candidate George W. Bush made a solemn pledge to the American people:

“At the earliest possible date, my administration will deploy antiballistic missile systems, both theater and national, to guard against attack and blackmail.  We will offer Russia amendments to the Anti-Ballistic Missile [ABM] Treaty—an artifact of the Cold War confrontation.  Both sides know that we live in a different world than in 1972 when the Treaty was signed.  If Russia refuses the changes we propose, we will give prompt notice, under the provisions of the Treaty, that we can no longer be party to it.  I will have a solemn obligation to protect the American people and our allies, not to protect arms control agreements signed almost 30 years ago.  Given today’s realities, we can no longer drag our feet on building and deploying a missile defense system; nor can we allow Cold War arms control agreements to restrict America’s ability to defend itself and its allies.”
That’s pretty straight talk – and President Bush, once elected, has been consistent in articulating the need to move beyond the Treaty and build effective defenses.  But actions speak louder than words – and the fact is that the Bush Administration, like the Clinton Administration before it, continues to restrict its activities according to the terms of that Cold War relic which should have gone out of existence with the Soviet Union.

For example, there have been recent reports that the Navy will not be permitted to include its Aegis radar to track missiles in upcoming National Missile Defense (NMD) tests because of the Treaty.  Now bear in mind that this radar has, for five years, been used to track Chinese and other missiles fired to intimidate others – it’s OK, you see, to defend our overseas troops and citizens of other nations, just not Americans at home under the bizarre terms of the ABM Treaty which stipulates that America must remain vulnerable.

Furthermore – in spite of its obvious potential as an early defense for the American people, the Bush Administration has been exceedingly slow in starting a robust sea-based defense – the Treaty blocks even the development and testing of such a system, you see.  The Bush Administration simply continues the lethargic, under-funded, over constrained Clinton program.  And nothing has been done to revive the most mature space defense programs of the first Bush Administration – again, no doubt because of Treaty concerns. 

Now it appears that Presidents Bush and Putin may be “inching” toward a deal – possibly to be consummated when next they meet in Crawford, Texas – in mid-November.   

But note how like Cold War arms controllers President Putin sounded when he said yesterday in Shanghai, “First of all [our progress here] relates to the START issue.  We reaffirmed our mutual intention to reduce strategic offensive weapons.  And now our task is to develop parameters of such reductions and to design a reliable and verifiable method to reduce the nuclear arsenals of Russia and the United States.  As for the ABM-related issues, we also made some progress.  At least I believe we do have understanding that we can reach agreement, taking into account the national interests of Russia [and] the United States, and take into account the necessity to strengthen international stability in this very important area.”
So High Frontier says openly, “Mr. President, this language is the arms control language of the 1980s – and surely it warms the hearts of the diplomats in the State Department.  But it not what you promised to the American people.  Especially after September 11, it is intolerable to continue dumbing down our defenses because of the ABM Treaty.  Living up to your campaign pledge to the American people is long overdue.”

High Frontier urges President Bush to instruct his negotiators to make clear that the United States will withdraw from the ABM Treaty in November at his Texas ranch – the only question should be whether Russia will join the United States – and others – in building effective global defenses to protect Americans and others around the world.  As he said in Shanghai, “The events of September 11 make it clearer than ever that a Cold War treaty that prevents us from defending our people is outdated and, I believe, dangerous.”
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