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Thank you, Mr. President

The courage of his convictions – that’s the quality shown today by President Bush as he gives notice to Moscow that the U.S. is withdrawing in six months from the 1972 Anti- Ballistic Missile Treaty with the now defunct Soviet Union.  This will allow our country to go full speed ahead to build a truly effective defense against long-range mass destruction missiles for our families and millions of others in the world, if funding for the development, testing and deployment of the project is not sabotaged by Democrat leaders in the Congress.

They reacted to the announcement with their usual negativity; Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle is researching what “specific legal options Congress has” to keep the U.S. from leaving the treaty.  This attitude is expressed in spite of the President’s common sense statement, “I have concluded the ABM Treaty hinders our government’s ability to develop ways to protect our people from future terrorist or rogue-state missile attacks.”  He added, “President Putin and I have also agreed that my decision to withdraw from the treaty will not in any way undermine our new relationship or Russian security.”

The action of the President is applauded by High Frontier – the organization which, for years, has been leading the fight to develop a national missile defense.

We must hurry to build the best defenses our engineers can devise.  Our nation is vulnerable to attack – at this moment we cannot stop a single long-range missile launched at us by accident or intent.

A courageous move today – President Bush – Congratulations, and now, “let’s roll,” quickly!
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