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Welcome Home, and Mucho “Attaboys,” Mr. President
President George W. Bush is returning home from a magnificent trip abroad – things couldn’t have gone better for the President – and more importantly for all Americans.

We at High Frontier applaud President Bush’s interactions across the board, but particularly in Russia.  We were apprehensive about the “Moscow Treaty” and the opening that it provided to link those two-thirds reductions in offensive nuclear weapons to continuing constraints on America’s ability to build effective defenses against ballistic missiles.

After all, Russia’s Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov, on the eve of the President’s trip, told Russia’s State Duma and Federation Council International Affairs Committees that “The text of the new treaty contains a direct reference . . .  on a linkage between the offensive and defensive arms” – and that this linkage would “enable us to continue talks on the entire range of issues of Antimissile defense after the USA’s withdrawal from the ABM Treaty of 1972.”  He also claimed that a declaration on new strategic relations to be signed would reflect Russia’s view that the U.S. National Missile Defense system must “be limited in its nature and must not pose a threat to Russia’s strategic interests and global stability.”

But no such comments are to be found in either the Moscow Treaty of the Declaration on Strategic Relations signed by Presidents Bush and Putin.  In fact, the Treaty is completely silent on the ABM Treaty and defenses against ballistic missiles.  And here’s what the Declaration on Strategic Relations says about missile defenses:

“The United States and Russia acknowledge that today's security environment is fundamentally different than during the Cold War. 

“In this connection, the United States and Russia have agreed to implement a number of steps aimed at strengthening confidence and increasing transparency in the area of missile defense, including the exchange of information on missile defense programs and tests in this area, reciprocal visits to observe missile defense tests, and observation aimed at familiarization with missile defense systems. They also intend to take the steps necessary to bring a joint center for the exchange of data from early warning systems into operation. 

“The United States and Russia have also agreed to study possible areas for missile defense cooperation, including the expansion of joint exercises related to missile defense, and the exploration of potential programs for the joint research and development of missile defense technologies, bearing in mind the importance of the mutual protection of classified information and the safeguarding of intellectual property rights. 

“The United States and Russia will, within the framework of the NATO-Russia Council, explore opportunities for intensified practical cooperation on missile defense for Europe. 

“The United States and Russia declare their intention to carry out strategic offensive reductions to the lowest possible levels consistent with their national security requirements and alliance obligations, and reflecting the new nature of their strategic relations.” 

According to High Frontier’s Chairman, Ambassador Henry F. Cooper, these words are reminesent of U.S. proposals to the Soviet Union he tabled in the Geneva Defense And Space Talks during the 1980s, intended to foster U.S. and Soviet cooperation on building effective defense and moving away from confrontation and the Cold War theology of Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD).  That was Ronald Reagan’s vision – and now, thanks to President Bush’s resolve and adavocacy of effective missile defenses, we stand on the threshold of seeing the Gipper’s vision realized.

Interestingly enough, after the Moscow and St. Petersburg meetings between Presidents Bush and Putin, Russian Foreign Minister Ivanov had nothing to say about his prognogstitations and warnings on missile defense linkage prior to the summit.  Rather, he meekly said only that Russia and the U.S would continue their dialog on missile defense – and that they would “begin expanding their relations in new conditions.”

New conditions, indeed!!!  In just over two weeks, the United States will withdraw from the ABM Treaty – and America’s engineers will at last be free, after 30-years of bondage to that Treaty, to build effective defenses to protect Americans at home and our overseas troops, friends and allies.  Only our own reticence will limit the possibilities.

Still, there will be a political struggle to build the defenses we need.  For example, as the President was leaving the country to meet Mr. Putin and our often reluctant European allies, the Democrat controlled Senate Armed Services Committee cut over $800 million from the President’s missile defense budget.  The House leadership seems disposed to fight to restore those cuts – as they should.    And we haven’t heard the last of Russian Foreign Minister Ivanov and others of like sentiment – in Russia, among our erstwhile allies and from the arms control elite here at home.  So, the fight goes on.

But this was a week to remember – for the President and all Americans.  Thank you, Mr. President.  Welcome home!!!
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