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9/11: Remembrance and Challenging Days to Come 
Unlike any day since December 7, 1941, September 11, 2001 is etched into America’s collective memory banks – heralding the day when al Qaeda’s despicable terrorist attack killed 3000 innocent civilians and destroyed the World Trade Center and a section of the Pentagon.  Todd Beamer’s “Let’s Roll” battle cry also will long be remembered as initiating a heroic counterattack by passengers on United Flight 93 that, as a consequence, crashed into the Pennsylvania countryside rather than into its intended target – the U.S. Capitol, according to Khalid Sheik Mohammed and Ramzi Binalshibh, who claim to have planned the 9/11 attack.  (Last Sunday’s London Times reported that a tapped interview with these al Qaeda operatives will substantiate the above claims, among others.  It is scheduled be aired Thursday evening on the Arab television station al-Jazeera, in a documentary for the 9/11 anniversary.) 

As Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld wrote in the September 8th London Independent and this morning’s Asahi Shimbun (Japan), these events fused America’s will to fight a war with terrorists around the world to the bitter end:

“On 11 September, the terrorists who perpetrated their evil deeds against America successfully accomplished exceedingly complex and exquisitely timed acts of terrorism but, despite their precision, they made a huge miscalculation. They concluded that Americans would cower and hide, that the government of the United States would not undertake a worldwide response using all the financial, diplomatic, economic and military resources at its disposal. They believed that their financial networks were secure, that their sanctuaries would protect them, and that the world would have no stomach for such a fight.”
President George W. Bush rightly declared an all-out war on terrorists and the states that harbor them – referring to at least three of these states – Iraq, Iran and North Korea – as an “axis of evil.” Throughout the past year, the vast majority of Americans have supported the President’s policies and actions to mobilize our troops and send them into battle in faraway places – and to build up our defenses here at home, because vast oceans no longer assure our safety from those who wish to kill us and destroy our way of life.  Cold War Deterrence policies are not credible when terrorists – including women and children – are trained to give their lives just to kill Americans.  We must defend against this real and present danger – which could be much more horrific than 9/11.  Winning this war will take a long time, as President Bush has told us.

Closely associated with the “War on Terrorism” is the growing debate about when to attack Iraq and remove Saddam Hussein before he gains and uses weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and the means of delivery. There is little debate about whether such an attack is warranted – just when it should be accomplished and when diplomacy should give way to warfare.  With fresh 9/11 remembrances, President Bush is to address the United Nations General Assembly on Thursday, and is expected to give reasons to attack sooner rather than later – preferably in an alliance context, but alone if necessary.

Such a presentation to the U.N. is appropriate because Saddam Hussein has frustrated U.N. efforts to end Iraqi WMD programs for over a decade – U.N. inspectors have repeatedly demonstrated their ineffectiveness in finding and confidently dismantling Iraqi attempts to build WMD.  For example:

· Before the 1991 Gulf War, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspection teams, U.S. Intelligence, and more notably Israeli Intelligence judged that Iraq was 5-10 years from building a nuclear bomb – when our inspectors went in after the war with an intrusive inspection mandate, we discovered Iraq had supported for many years a covert massive nuclear program and was within 6-months of detonating its first nuclear device.  

· With the benefit of unprecedented intrusive inspections, U.N. inspectors were confident Iraq was complying with the demands to destroy its biological weapons – and then, in 1995, Saddam Hussein’s son-in-law, Hussein Kamal, defected and revealed to us previously undetected secret labs buried in Iraq's security, not military, apparatus were cooking up deadly germs – Iraq subsequently admitted it made batches of anthrax bacteria, carcinogenic aflatoxin, agricultural toxins and the paralyzing poison botulinum; and Saddam Hussein executed his son-in-law.

We have been without any inspections whatsoever since 1998 – why pray tell does anyone have confidence in claims that Iraq is nowhere near having the means to attack us?  We know Saddam prepared biological weapons for SCUD warheads, and the 1998 Rumsfeld Commission told us that SCUDs could be fired from container ships off our coasts (undefended then and now) – why are we so confident that Saddam cannot muster such an attack today?

If we go against Saddam soon, as seems increasingly likely, we must also plan to deal with Iran, Syria, Libya, and others who support terrorism and will network – indeed are networking – against us.  And we must continue to press against al Qaeda, which has been disbursed but is far from eliminated as a transnational threat.  And we must build the defenses to protect our interests at home and abroad – for they surely are at risk.  Challenging times indeed!
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