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President Bush’s Space Initiative is On Target!

High Frontier applauds President George W. Bush’s vision to return to the Moon, this time to stay, as the initial focus and “stepping stone” for NASA’s long-term future programs “to explore the cosmos.”  

With a minimal increase over the previously programmed NASA budget, numerous previous studies, including NASA’s 1969 plan for post-Apollo manned space flight, support the President’s plan to return to the Moon within five years, initially with robotic spacecraft and then, using a new “Crew Exploration Vehicle,” to establish an “extended human presence . . . living and working on the Moon” within an additional decade.

President Bush is absolutely right in emphasizing the need to establish a working presence on the Moon as a precondition to further human space exploration. It is important to understand the space environment before risking the lengthy exposure of humans in a mission to Mars.  

Furthermore, a lunar base can also provide direct benefits to Earth – in medicine, communications, electronics and many other fields. For example, research can be done on possible power generation, including possibly harnessing solar power to benefit all mankind. Such programs will make for exciting challenges for young people all over the world, as President Bush stated in his speech. They can mold the future in currently unpredictable ways to improve the lot of all of us. 

The new Crew Exploration Vehicle is much more than a much needed Shuttle replacement. It restores a key element of NASA’s 1969 architecture for post-Apollo space missions that began with establishing permanent lunar outposts.  That element was lost as NASA’s program was redirected to engage in only orbital missions – and will be restored by reintroducing a human element to NASA’s exploration of our solar system. 

In taking this initiative, President Bush is extending President John F. Kennedy’s challenge to America’s industry and government space community to send Americans to the Moon in under a decade.  This time, President Bush intends to be there for keeps as a “stepping stone” for further exploration of the cosmos, and he is offering his vision as a cooperative venture for all mankind, not as a space race of a Cold War.

The President’s initiative is appropriately timed as we approach the first anniversary of the Columbia disaster on February 1, 2003. A major element that contributed to that accident was the lack of such a unifying, focused vision, as was pointed out by the Columbia Accident Investigation Board chaired by retired Admiral Harold W. Gehman.  

As the Gehman report observed, it has been over three decades since NASA has had a compelling reason for its manned space program, supported by Congress and the American people. Hopefully, Congress and the American people will rally behind President Bush’s initiative. 

High Frontier salutes the President in his commitment to return to the Moon and, this time, to stay. Our chief executive has time and again said he will seek, as leader of the free world, “great goals worthy of a great nation.” Today’s declaration is the epitome of the welcome challenge to American exploration teams to move ahead with alacrity.
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