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Rest in Peace, Ronald Reagan – 1911-2004
We shall not see his like again anytime soon.  And while we Reaganites point to many things indelibly marked on our memory, it seems likely that a century from now he will be most remembered for his leadership in ending the Cold War and extending freedom to many under the shadow of communism.  
He was not just an actor who happened to be President when the containment policy of the preceding 40 years finally yielded its fruit in ending the Soviet Union, as many would like to rewrite History to say.  He sought not to contain communism and the Soviet Union, but to confront the “Evil Empire” and place it on the “ash heap of History,” as he most notably stated to the chagrin of his critics and even some of his close advisors. He instituted policies and, more importantly, acted to rebuild America’s defenses to confront the Soviet Union – reversing the strategic balance trends of the preceding decade.  

There was the restoration of pride to our men in uniform too long beaten down by a post-Vietnam malaise; the strategic modernization program that replaced aging weapon systems in all three legs of the Strategic Triad in response to the massive 1970s buildup of Soviet strategic weapons; the deployment of the Pershing and Ground Launched Cruise Missiles to counter the Soviet SS-20s that threatened our European allies – provoking the Soviets to walk out of all arms control negotiations and causing consternation among many publics; and his Strategic Defense Initiative – derisively called “Star Wars” by his critics – and his refusal to compromise its technological challenge to Soviet strategic power, which brought the Soviets back to the negotiating table, produced the first agreement actually to reduce nuclear arms, and many believe triggered the end of the Soviet Union.
A century from now, it will be difficult to improve on his closest partner’s fitting summary:

“He will be missed not only by those who knew him and not only by the nation that he served so proudly and loved so deeply, but also by millions of men and women who live in freedom today because of the policies he pursued.  Ronald Reagan had a higher claim than any other leader to have won the Cold War, and he did it without a shot being fired.”

Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher

God bless you, Ronald Reagan.  Rest in Peace.
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