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 Remembering September 11, 2001 and Taking Stock
This past weekend was filled with recollections of three years ago when 19 radical Islamic Jihadists hijacked four commercial airplanes for suicide missions to kill nearly 3000 people in New York City, the Pentagon, and Somerset County, Pennsylvania – more than when Japan attacked the American fleet at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 

The recent 9/11 Commission showed us how failures by our intelligence community – many traced to structural problems – enabled the terrorists to carry out their murderous mission in spite of the fact that their activities provided numerous opportunities for breaking it up.  The words and deeds of terrorists had given us strategic warning of such an attack for a quarter century, particularly during the previous decade – and we did not pay them sufficient heed to prevent September 11.  Our lack of an effective response to events such as the first World Trade Center bombing in 1993, the 1995 bombing of Khobar Towers, the 1998 embassy bombings, and the 2000 suicide attack on the USS Cole emboldened terrorists to think they could attack us with impunity.  

No more.  The death of nearly 3000 on September 11, 2001 jarred us awake, and President Bush within a week declared war on the terrorists – observing that the rest of the world was “either with us or with the terrorists” in this war.    
And so it will be – for years if not decades. 
In many ways the period we are entering is more dangerous than was the Cold War of 40-plus years.    

Whatever one may think about President Bush’s decision to attack Iraq, we are now committed and over a thousand Americans have paid with their lives in this continuing fight to liberate Iraq.  Even if John Kerry is elected, we will likely remain committed to this course – he has said as much though he often switches his views by 180 degrees.
North Korea and Iran are rattling nuclear sabers, and both are building ballistic missiles that could deliver these weapons of mass destruction – to American cities if launched from ships near our coasts. Worse, these states could sell nuclear weapons to terrorists who in turn could threaten the same kind of attack – as well as shipping them into our ports.

Dealing effectively with all such threats – whether from rogue states of the “axis of evil” or terrorists – will demand of us consistent dedication to protecting our homeland.  
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